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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 1 OF 2 TANANARIVE 0188 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: CASC, MA, SF (LAPPEMAN, EDMOND H.) 

SUBJECT: ARREST: E.H. LAPPEMAN 

REES: (A)PRETORIA 0350, (B) STATE 017899 

1. CONOFF WAS AFFORDED ACCESS TO LAPPEMAN JAN 27. HE 
APPEARED WELL AND HAD NO COMPLAINTS ABOUT TREATMENT HE IS 
RECEIVING, NOTING THAT MALAGASY OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN FRIENDLY 
AND COURTEOUS. LAPPEMAN HAS BEEN RESIDENT OF SOUTH AFRICA 
FOR LAST 28 YEARS, BUT SAID HE HAD BEEN PLANNING TO PERMANENTLY 
LEAVE SOUTH AFRICA SOON WITH HIS FAMILY. 

2. MINISTRY OF INTERIOR INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE COMPLETED 
JAN 28 AND CASE WILL BE PASSED TO TRIBUNAL. THERE HAVE BEEN 
NO OEFICIAL CHARGES AS YET AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL HOW 
LONG CASE WILL BE BEEORE TRIBUNAL. 

3. FOR AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG: LAPPEMAN WOULD LIKE HIS WIFE 
CONTACTED AND TOLD HE IS WELL. HER NAME AND ADDRESS ARE: 
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ELIZABETH LAPPEMAN 
1 SANDOWN MANOR 
SANDTON, STELLA STREET 

4. FOR PRETORIA: CONOFF SAW ONE OF SOUTH AFRICANS AT 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. HE APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH. 

EMBASSY RECEIVED FOLLOWING NOTE, PRESUMABLY FROM PILOT 
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JOHN WIGHT. QUOTE: TELEX PLEASE TO CARLTON HOTEL JOBURG. 

TO JANET OR GAIL WIGHT. MESSAGE: PLEASE ADVISE JEAN AND 
MR. MARAIS WE ARE FINE AND NOT TO WORRY. JEAN TO CONTACT 
GANZ EOR SUMMONS PROBLEMS AND MR. MARAIS EOR MONEY. TRY 
AND GET LEAVE EROM AIRWAYS FROM I8TH JAN FOR ABOUT TWO 
WEEKS. MR. PIETERSE WILL CONTACT AGAIN WHEN RELEASED. 

DON'T WORRY. JOHN. UNQUOTE. PLEASE PASS TO DFA. 

5. EARLIER STUMBLING BLOCK TO GAINING ACCESS TO LAPPEMAN 
WAS CONTRADICTION BETWEEN VIENNA CONVENTION AND 
MALAGASY LAW. LATTER REQUIRES THAT PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
BE CONDUCTED IN SECRECY (CODE OE MALAGASY PENAL PROCEDURE, 
BOOK 2, TITLE 8, ARTICLE 353) AND EORBIDS ACCESS TO DETAINEE 

BY ANYONE UNTIL INVESTIGATION COMPLETED. OEEICIALS IN 
TRIBUNAL, AND MINISTRIES OE INTERIOR AND EOREIGN AEEAIRS 
ACKNOWLEDGE CONTRADICTION. 

6. LAPPEMAN HAS AUTHORIZED RELEASE OE ALL INEORMATION ON 
HIS CASE TO MCNAMARA AND SOMBORN. LAPPEMAN WOULD LIKE 
SOMBORN TO CABLE 500 DOLLARS TO HIM CARE OE: 
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BCIM TANANARIVE, MADAGASCAR 
CREDIT USDO REC PARIS 
ACCOUNT NO. 01 I48I3 08 291 

7. PER REE B, TRANSLATION OE PROTEST NOTE TO MEA EOLLOWS: QUOTE 
THE EMBASSY OE THE UNITED STATES OE AMERICA PRESENTS ITS 
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COMPLIMENTS TO THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF MADAGASCAR AND 
HAS THE HONOR TO INFORM IT THAT FOLLOWING THE ARREST OF 
AMERICAN CITIZEN EDMOND H. LAPPEMAN, WHO ENTERED ON 
MALAGASY SOIL JANUARY 18, 1977, THE EMBASSY, AFTER HAVING 
LEARNED BY THE RADIO OE THE ARREST OF AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, 
ADDRESSED ITSELF TO THE MINISTRIES OE INTERIOR AND FORIEGN 
AFEAIRS TO REQUEST PERMISSION TO HAVE CONTACT WITH THE 
DETAINEE, BUT THE SAID MINISTRIES WERE OPPOSED TO IT. 

ACCORDING TO THE VIENNA CONVENTION THE DETAINEE IS 
SUPPOSED TO BE INFORMED OF HIS RIGHT TO HAVE CONTACT WITH 
HIS EMBASSY, IF HE SO DESIRES. THE EMBASSY HAD HOPED 
TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE AMERICAN CITIZEN BUT THE MINISTRIES 
SAID THEY HAD NO POWER TO GRANT SUCH PERMISSION. 
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THE EMBASSY REQUESTS THAT FREE ACCESS BE ACCORDED 
TO ITS VICE CONSUL IN ORDER TO EXERCISE HIS DUTIES ON 
BEHALF OF AMERICAN CITIZEN EDMOND H. LAPPEMAN. THE ACTIONS 
OF THE MALAGASY GOVERNMENT ARE CONSIDERED CONTRARY TO THE 
CLAUSES OE THE VIENNA CONVENTION CONCERNING A CONSUL'S 
DESIRE TO FULEIL HIS DUTIES ON BEHALE OF HIS CITIZENS 
OVERSEAS. 

MOREOVER, IN REITERATING THE OBJECT OE ITS REQUEST 
SET EORTH IN ITS NOTE NO. 195 OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1976, THE 
EMBASSY ASKS THE MINISTRY TO DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY SO 
THAT IN THIS CASE AND IN FUTURE CASES THE TEXTS INVOKED 
BY THE MALAGASY JUDICIARY OFFICIALS TO REFUSE FREE CONSULAR 
ACCESS BE REVIEWED OR AMENDED WITH RESPECT TO THE 
VIENNA CONVENTION IN MATTERS CONCERNING THE ARREST OF 
FOREIGNERS. COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE END QUOTE. 

8. COMMENT: IN VIEW OE MALAGASY SENSITIVITIES CONCERNING 

SOUTH AFRICA, IT IS NOT ADVISABLE FOR 

THIS EMBASSY TO SERVE AS INTERMEDIARY FOR TWO SOUTH 

AFRICANS DETAINED ALONG WITH LAPPEMAN. WE WILL FORWARD 

ANY INFORMATION WE RECEIVE ABOUT THEM BY CLASSIFIED 

CABLE, BUT WE DO NOT WISH TO JEOPARDIZE LAPPEMAN'S SECURITY 

BY GOING ANY FURTHER THAN THAT IN THIS CABLE. CASE 

HAS RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE FRONT-PAGE PUBLICITY IN LOCAL 

PRESS, OUT OF PROPORTION TO WHAT WE WOULD NORMALLY EXPECT, 

BECAUSE OF GDRM'S REINVIGORATED ANTI-APARTHEID POLICY. 

SHEINBAUM 
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